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incidence 1%–3%.

prevalence 30%.

prevalence 20%.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Visible fracture line on the surface of the tooth

Mobility test Normal mobility

Percussion test No tenderness, normal percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually positive. Negative result at the initial examination indicates 
an increased risk of pulp necrosis later
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Test Finding

Visual examination Visible loss of enamel. No visible sign of exposed dentin.

Mobility test Normal mobility

Percussion test No tenderness, normal percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually positive. Negative result at the initial examination indicates 
an increased risk of pulp necrosis later
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Test Finding

Visual examination Visible loss of enamel and dentin. No visible sign of exposed pulp 
tissue.

Mobility test Normal mobility.

Percussion test No tenderness, normal percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually positive. Negative result at the initial examination indicates 
an increased risk of pulp necrosis later
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Test Finding

Visual examination Visible loss of enamel and dentin and exposed pulp tissue.

Mobility test Normal mobility.

Percussion test No tenderness, normal percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually positive. Negative result at the initial examination indicates 
an increased risk of pulp necrosis later
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Test Finding

Visual examination Crown fracture extending below gingival margin.

Mobility test Coronal fragment is mobile.

Percussion test Tender.

Sensibility pulp test Usually positive for apical fragment.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Crown fracture extending below gingival margin.

Mobility test Coronal fragment is mobile.

Percussion test Tender.

Sensibility pulp test Usually positive for apical fragment.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Transient crown discoloration (red or grey) may occur. Bleeding 
from the gingival sulcus may be noted.

Mobility test Coronal segment may be mobile and in some cases displayed.

Percussion test Tooth may be tender.

Sensibility pulp test Usually negative except for teeth with minor displacements. A 
positive sensibility test at the initial examination indicates a 
significantly reduced risk of later pulp necrosis.
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Test Finding

Visual examination No signs. 

Mobility test Normal mobility.

Percussion test Tooth is tender. Normal percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually a positive result. A negative result at the initial examination 
indicates a significantly increased risk of later pulp necrosis.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Bleeding from the gingival sulcus. Tooth not displaced

Mobility test Increased mobility.

Percussion test Tooth is tender.  Dull percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Positive result in half of the cases. A negative result at the initial 
examination indicates a significantly increased risk of later pulp 
necrosis.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Tooth appears elongated, displaced vertically out of its socket.

Mobility test Increased mobility.

Percussion test Tooth is tender.  Dull percussion sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually negative except in minor displacement cases.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Tooth is displaced, usually in a palatal/lingual or labial direction.

Mobility test Decreased mobility.

Percussion test Tooth gives a high metallic sound. Not necessarily tender.

Sensibility pulp test Usually negative except in minor displacement cases.
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Test Finding

Visual examination The tooth is displaced axially into the alveolar bone, appears 
shorter.

Mobility test Decreased mobility.

Percussion test Tooth is tender. High metallic sound.

Sensibility pulp test Usually negative. 
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Test Finding

Visual examination The tooth is completely removed from its socket.

Mobility test Not applicable.

Percussion test Not applicable.

Sensibility pulp test Not applicable.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Displacement of an alveolar segment. An occlusal change due to 
misalignment of the fractured alveolar segment is often noted.

Mobility test Entire segment mobile and moves as a unit.

Percussion test Tender

Sensibility pulp test Usually negative.
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Test Finding

Visual examination Displacement of an alveolar segment. An occlusal change due to 
misalignment of the fractured segment is often noted.

Mobility test Mobility along the fracture line.

Percussion test Tender.

Sensibility pulp test Might be positive or negative, depending on fracture site.
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